EAST  AGAIN

first ships the fishing population returns to reoccupy the deserted
settlements.

The Ainu inhabitants of the Kurile Islands, who formerly
lived in a state of primitive savagery, have been absorbed by the
Japanese settlers.   The Ainu girls were attractive and the young
Japanese fishermen were lonely.    Marriages ensued and, it is
said, happy marriages.    The present generation of the women
no longer tattoo their faces.   A prejudice against these primitive
people still exists, and " Ainus," and " Ainu extraction," are not
mentioned on the Islands ; and often the children of the mixed
marriages are kept in ignorance of their mothers* origin.   The
Ainu women are honest, truthful and good.   They are very liable
to pulmonary disease, to which the decrease in the number of
Ainus in the islands of Northern Japan is largely due.   The mixed
children inherit this weakness.    The men have gradually lost
their identity.   Some are employed as fishermen but have become
to all intents and purposes Japanese in character.    The elder
generation of much-bearded, drink-addicted barbarians is no
longer found in these islands.   In one respect the Ainus of the
Kuriles are said to maintain their traditions.   They insist upon
burial, refusing cremation*   Idolatry, the cult of totems and the
worship of the Bear has disappeared.    Some few still preserve
their ancient dress but keep it put away in boxes and it is never
worn.   They were in any case a dying and useless race, a people
very degraded and given to excessive drunkenness and their
absorption by the Japanese is the happiest solution of their fate.
So strong however is the prejudice against them in Hokkaido,
where there is no lack of Japanese women, that there is very little
mingling of the races.    It is no doubt largely owing to the
otherwise enforced celibacy of the Japanese fishermen of the
Kuriles that led to their intermarriage with the original inhabi-
tants.    Ainu settlements exist in Hokkaido, and are preserved
and protected by the Japanese authorities, but even there the
numbers are decreasing and it will probably be only a com-
paratively short time before they become extinct.

The island of Yetorofu is the happy home of a great number
of grizzly bears. So numerous are they that the Government
offers a reward for every bear destroyed ; but the sparse popula-
tion is too much occupied in fishing to organise bear hunts in
the forests. These bears are much feared though they never
. attack man unless wounded or rarely when surprised. From
time to timej attracted by the smell of the whaling or fishing